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Editorial 
 

Feedback to Working Groups and the general public is a strong them e along the Jurassic C oast for the next  
few  m onths.  Follow ing a successful pilot public m eeting in Seaton in July, w e w ill be rolling out sim ilar 
presentations in all of the Gatew ay Tow ns over the autum n and w inter – w atch this space and the w ebsite 
for details.  In addition, w e w ill be producing the first Jurassic C oast Progress Report, providing details of 
w ork that has been undertaken along the coast in the four years since designation.  Finally, the first Jurassic 
C oast Annual Sem inar w ill be taking place in Bridport on the afternoon of Friday 16th Septem ber.  This 
m eeting is prim arily to bring Working Groups together on an annual basis to enable them  to find out w hat 
the different groups are doing, and to m eet, share ideas and good practice.  A  short report of the m eeting 
w ill appear in the next Jurassic Post.  Finally, w e w ould be delighted if any reader of this new sletter w ould 
like to contribute articles to future issues.  If interested, please contact sarah.holder@ devon.gov.uk 
 

M any thanks, Sam  Rose, World Heritage Projects C o-ordinator 
 

1. SITE CONSERVATION, MONITORING AND SCIENCE (Including key outcom es from  the Science and Conservation Advisory group) 
 

The new  Site Monitoring  Database, m entioned in the previous edition of the Jurassic Post, is now  up and 
running and w orking w ell. The WHS Team ’s geologists have surveyed about 40%  of the Jurassic C oast and 

are developing a three year rolling 
program m e of site visits to the 66 
Geological C onservation Review  sites. A  
num ber of fixed photographic points have 
been identified and photographs taken 
from  these points w ill show  how  the coast is 
changing over tim e. The principal threat 
along the coast is from  the erection of coast 
defence structures around the Gatew ay 
Tow ns. Photographic m onitoring is an 
im portant tool and a large im age library is 
now  being developed that w ill be of great 
use in years to com e.  

 

M onitoring also involves capturing natural events such as landslides and recording im portant fossil 
discoveries. Site visits have already identified a num ber of specific issues such as the derelict gun 
em placem ent on the end of Peveril Point, Sw anage. Discussions are now  underw ay to decide w hat can be 
done w ith this structure. 
 

Good  practice guidelines about site m anagem ent for non-geologists, site m anagers and landow ners are 
currently being developed. The WHS Team ’s Earth Science M anager, Richard Edm onds, has been w orking 
w ith specialists from  the Joint Nature C onservation C om m ittee and English Nature on a paper to develop a 
site based approach to the m anagem ent of fossil sites. The paper, w hich follow s on from  last year's Earth 
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Site Monitoring Database photographs of Stonebarrow Flatstone Bed. 
Photographs from July 2002 and November 2004 clearly show how the 
cliffs  have actually retreated by at least 1 metre – to the well trained eye! 
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Heritage World Heritage C onference, argues that the sensitivity of fossil sites varies hugely according to the 
nature of the site and that m anagem ent should be tailored to each site. The paper can be accessed online 
(w w w .geoconservation.com /conference). A  second product of the conference is a new  publication  
‘Involving People in Geo-Diversity’ w hich is available from  GeoC onference@ jncc.gov.uk. 
 

2. IMPROV ING TH E TOU RISM OFFER (Including key outcom es from  the Tourism  W orking Group) 
 

V isitor Research  has show n that m ore people are com ing to stay on the Jurassic C oast, but that day visitors 
to the coast are actually declining. Findings of a survey conducted by South West Tourism  and Dorset & 
New  Forest Tourism  partnership betw een 2000 and 2003, have recently been published and results indicate 
that U K staying visitors increased by 7%  w hile day visitors declined by 32% .  O verseas visits (one of our key 
target m arkets) increased by 28% . The U K staying visitors’ spend w ent up an 20%  betw een 2000 and 2003, 
day visitor spend declined by 22%  and overseas visitors spend w ent up a significant 46% . 
 

In 2003, it is estim ated that visitors spent £200 m illion in the local econom y and supported an estim ated 
57,500 direct and indirect tourism  jobs. O ur visitors are also very aw are about the Jurassic C oast, in fact 67%  
of those interview ed at holiday parks along the coast w ere aw are that the coast is a World Heritage Site 
before they visited.  This know ledge influenced 17%  in their decision to visit.  Detailed statistics are available 
from  Sally King. 
 

Plans are underw ay to provide Green  Aw areness Training  for tourism  businesses along the Jurassic C oast 
this autum n.  A  series of four tw o day courses w ill be held throughout the area covering w aste, purchasing, 
w ildlife, resources, transport and m arketing.  These reflect the m odules of the Green Tourism  Business 
Schem e, an accreditation schem e being developed by South West Tourism  to encourage businesses to ‘go 
green’.  It is hoped that businesses, once they have successfully com pleted the training, w ill be am ong the 
first to receive inspections for the new  GTBS in January.   Additional funding for the project is being sought 
from  Dorset and East Devon AO NBs’ Sustainable Developm ent Funds, w ith contributions already confirm ed 
from  the Jurassic C oast, Discover Devon Naturally for businesses in East Devon and all three Dorset Districts 
for businesses in Dorset. 
 

Jurassic Boat Trip s are one of the best w ays to see the World Heritage Site. Trips have been in operation this 
sum m er along the coast from  Exm outh, Beer, Lym e Regis, West Bay, Weym outh, Portland, Lulw orth C ove, 
Sw anage, Wareham , Poole and Bournem outh.  
 

Visitor satisfaction surveys have been conducted on several of the boat 
trips featured in the new  ‘Jurassic Coast by Boat’ leaflet. The new  leaflet 
has been revised to incorporate an im proved m ap and m ore inform ation.  
Passengers aboard the ‘Pride of Exm outh’, a Stuart Lines C ruise from  
Exm outh, felt that the trip w as excellent. When asked w hat they had 
learnt on the trip, a fam ily from  Birm ingham  said “All about its history, the 
Triassic, Jurassic and Cretaceous Rocks. It is 250 m illion years old, I think!” A  
local resident from  Budleigh Salterton said “The skipper (Ian Stuart) 
explained about the pebbles rather well. I have been on trips before and have 
tried to look at what they have described but this tim e you could really see all 
of the little holes, we all had a look through m y binoculars”. “It’s got special 
rocks, they’re old and It’s got nice birds.” said one young enthusiast. 

 

3. ACCESS & SU STAINABLE TRANSPORT (Including key outcom es from  the Transport W orking group) 
 

The Jurassic Bus CoastlinX 53 service w hich runs along  the Jurassic Coast World  H eritage Site, has 
WON the Rural Transport Aw ard  category at the National Transport Aw ards. Devon C ounty C ouncil, 
Dorset C ounty C ouncil and First Ham pshire have w orked in 
partnership since 2003 to develop the high quality service w hich 
has attracted record levels of new  bus travellers to the Jurassic 
C oast. The introduction of five new , low  floor, double-decker buses 
in 2004 has taken passenger num bers to over 122,000 a year, 
com pared w ith less than 30,000 in 1998.  
 

This valuable service, funded by the Rural Bus C hallenge, is leading 
the w ay in sustainable transport by alleviating the pressures of traffic 
and im proving links for residents. Im provem ents, w hich include the 
eye-catching livery, a tw o hour frequency, trained drivers, passenger 
assistants and high standards of quality, have all added to the 
appeal w ith thousands of people choosing to travel on the netw ork 
and enjoy the outstanding scenery of England's first Natural World 
Heritage Site w ithout the hassle of driving or finding places to park. 
 

The award winning Jurassic Bus makes a 
stop in Weymouth.  

Children enjoy a Jurassic Coast 
cruise aboard the Stuart Lines’ 
Pride of Exmouth.  
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It is hoped that the Jurassic Bus w ill gain further success in O ctober at the C hartered Institute of Logistics and 
Transport (U K) Annual Aw ards for Excellence. Em ail devonbus@ devon.gov.uk for tim etables and inform ation. 
 

The Jurassic Coast Transport Strategy has now  been published. The strategy can be found online 
(w w w .jurassiccoast.com /index.jsp?articleid=3930) or a hard copy requested from  the Team . The strategy 
outlines the priorities for enhancing and im proving access to the Jurassic C oast. 
 

Finally, tw o pilot shuttle bus services have been in operation over the sum m er along the Jurassic C oast. The 
“Sidm outh  Shuttle” ran for tw o m onths through the tow n centre encouraging people to park and ride, and 
w as a huge success.  The m inibus w as branded w ith Jurassic C oast and East Devon AO NB logos  and w as 
supported through the East Devon AO NB team .  Sim ilarly, a 4-w eek trial for a shuttle service in Sw anage 
linking the tow n centre w ith Durlston Country park proved very popular, even linking w ith the boat 
services from  Poole.  The project w as supported by BP and the World Heritage Team , and, like Sidm outh, it 
is intended to repeat and expand the service next sum m er. 
 

4. EDU CATION (Including key outcom es from  the Education W orking group) 
 

A m ajor priority this year has been to create Educational Resource U nits linking aspects of the World 
Heritage Site to the National C urriculum . The first of these units, “The M eaning of Heritage” is now  freely 
available online (w w w .sw gfl.org.uk/jurassic/resourcepacks.htm ) for teachers to dow nload and is supported 
by in-house teacher training.  The Jurassic C oast and Bournem outh U niversity have also secured £4000 from  
SWM LAC  to develop three new  educational learning packs based on the Dorset C oast Digital Archive. O ther 
collaborations have been established w ith English Nature and the Q uarry Products Association for the 
developm ent of tw o further education units.  
 

The Education Working Group is also developing exciting and innovative Travelling  Displays and Resource 
Boxes for schools.  The travelling display w ill allow  teachers to deliver Jurassic C oast them ed projects in a 
cross curricular setting.  There w ill be tw o displays each for 
Dorset and Devon, distributed by Dorset Schools Library 
Services and Devon Learning Resources. The w ooden 
tabletop display panels w ill be about 1.8m  long and w ill 
depict illustrations of the Triassic, Jurassic and C retaceous 
periods. The resource boxes w ill offer opportunities for 
prim ary school teachers to interpret num eracy, literacy, 
geography and science through activities involving Jurassic 
C oast rocks, replica fossils, geological poetry, puzzles, card 
gam es and storytelling.  The project is generously funded 
by the World  H eritage Coast Trust and English Nature.  
 

5. INTERPRETATION & REGENERATION  (Including key outcom es from  the Gateway Towns & Creative Coast W orking groups) 
 

The first of a series of  Gatew ay Tow n Public Feedback Meetings w as held in Seaton on the evening of the 
27th July.  Alm ost 200 people turned up at Seaton Tow n Hall to hear about the w ork w hich has been 
undertaken along the Jurassic C oast in a presentation given by the World Heritage Site Team .  Bernard 
Dunford from  the Seaton Developm ent Trust also presented Seaton’s aspirations for interpretation facilities. 
It w as an opportunity for people to hear about a range of w ork from  Site C onservation to sustainable 
transport and education.  This w as the first of a set of public feedback m eetings w hich w ill be undertaken in 
all of the Gatew ay Tow ns betw een now  and Spring 2006. 

 
An exciting new  interpretation project w as opened in Seaton at the end 
of July.  The Seaton Labyrinth , designed by the Axm outh-based group 
The Spiral, is concerned w ith “w ell-being” on several levels and it is 
hoped that  m any w ill experience a deeper “connection” w ith the land, 
and w ith them selves, after “a w alk through tim e".  The design links w ith 
the evolutionary story of the World Heritage Site and uses local stone to 
create the labyrinth and includes fossils at the four corners and a piece 
of Beer Stone at the centre.  Adjacent to the labyrinth is a stone Finger 
Labyrinth and, shortly to be installed, an interpretation panel.  The 
project has been supported by m any in the local com m unity and is part 

of the celebration of Seaton’s 1000th anniversary since the granting of the first tow n charter.  The form al 
opening w as perform ed by David Shreeve, co-founder and director of The C onservation Foundation, w hich 
has contributed to the project. O ther m ajor contributors are Devon C ounty C ouncil (and World Heritage 
Team ), Seaton Tow n C ouncil, East Devon District C ouncil, the Local Heritage Initiative (C ountryside Agency, 
Heritage Lottery Fund, Nationw ide Building Society) and the Seaton Phoenix Group.  

A  wooden tabletop display panel depicting illustrations 
of the Triassic, Jurassic and Cretaceous periods. 
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During the sum m er Locum  Destination C onsulting has been finalising the 
Feasibility Studies for potential new  Jurassic Coast Interpretation Centres 
at Exm outh  and Seaton .  Extensive consultation has taken place w ith local 
com m unities, organisations and agencies w ho m ay be involved in the 
future developm ents.  The Final reports are due in Septem ber and w ill be 
presented to key m em bers of the C ounty, District and Tow n C ouncils at the 
end of the m onth.  A  sim ilar study has been under w ay to look at the 
expansion of the Chesil Beach Centre on Portland, and an outline of the 
schem e w ill be published shortly (and w ill appear in the next edition of 
Jurassic Post). 
 

In Lym e Regis, C onsultants De-Facto and architects Long and Kentish have 
just been appointed to undertake a sim ilar feasibility study into w hether the 
area betw een the M arine Theatre and the M useum  can be developed into a 
new  Cultural Quarter. The aspiration is for a facility that w ill involving both 
the Theatre and M useum , and providing a new  facility for understanding 
Lym e’s role in the Jurassic C oast story as w ell as a high quality perform ance 
and m ixed-use exhibition space.  The facility could becom e a perm anent 
hom e for the Lym e Regis Fossil Festival – and planning for next year’s event in M ay is already under w ay. 
 

Independent consultants Joanna M orland and Peter M ason have been com m issioned by the C reative C oast 
Group to research and w rite an Arts Strategy. The plans w ill bring together the w ork of local arts and 
com m unity organisations and artists, w ith creative w ork linking com m unities, districts and counties along 
the w hole coast.  We believe that this w ill be the first Arts Strategy for a Natural World Heritage Site. 
 

“K ey Events in  the Jurassic Coast Story” is the title for a lecture series to take place in the Dorset County 
Museum  over the w inter 05/06.  For m ore details see details in section 8 or call 01305 262735. 
 

Finally, the Septem ber 05 progress report for the Interpretation Action plan is available at our w ebsite. 
 

6. OTH ER PARTNERSH IP WORK  
 

Reclaim ing  Our Rural H ighw ays: The Dorset AONB partnership  has recently produced a new  scoping 
report w orking w ith Dorset C ounty C ouncil highw ays and transport section to find fresh innovative 
approaches to m anaging our roads. See w w w .dorsetaonb.org.uk  for m ore inform ation. 
 

Clinton Devon Estates, based in East Devon, and as a key landow ner is represented on the World Heritage 
Steering Group, has recently been aw arded the prestigious Q ueen’s Aw ard For Enterprise in the category of 
Sustainable Developm ent. The Estate w ins the Aw ard for the integration of sustainable business 
m anagem ent practices in the running of its 500-year-old estate.  For details see w w w .clintondevon.com   
 

English Nature, have recently com pleted a sum m er-long series of events and activities called 
“Understanding the Undercliffs” to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the U ndercliffs national Nature reserve, 
betw een Seaton and Lym e Regis.  Events included boat trips, displays and guided w alks and school events 
w ith the Jurassic C oast team .  For m ore details see http://w w w .english-nature.org.uk/undercliffs/  
 
Finally, Devon Cliffs H oliday Park near Exm outh , w orking w ith the RSPB and Exm outh Tow n M anagem ent 
have recently installed a live w eb-cam  focused on the  Kittiw ake colony on the World Heritage Site cliffs at 
Sandy Bay.  Live pictures can be see on w w w .havenholidays.com /DevonandSom erset/devoncliffs/ 
 

If there is other Partnership work we have failed to include in this section, please let us know what has been 
going on by contacting Sarah Holder at sarah.holder@ devon.gov.uk 
 

7. MISCELLANEOU S AND TEAM NEWS 
 

The exciting new s that London is host city for the 2012 O lym pic Gam es w as announced on the 6th July. This 
is also incredibly exciting new s for the Jurassic C oast as it w ill form  the backdrop for the O lym pic sailing 
events to be held in Weym outh Bay and Portland Harbour. Work is already underw ay to determ ine how  the 
World Heritage Site w ill be involved in the C ultural program m e in the run up to the gam es.  
 

8. FORTH COMING EV ENTS 
 

For a host of other events visit the WHS events page on: w w w .jurassiccoast.org 
 

Forthcom ing  steering  group  dates and  deadlines: 
Nov 25th  2005 Working group m eetings held before this date 
Dec 2nd  2005 Agenda and papers issued 
Dec 9th 2005  Steering  group   

Spectacular views from the 
proposed Cultural Quarter site 
in Lyme Regis  
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M ar 3 rd 2006 Working group m eetings held before this date 
M ar 10th 2006 Agenda and papers issued 
Mar 17th 2006  Steering  Group  

 
Arts strategy open m eetings: 
M ost of the public consultation m eeting for the Jurassic C oast Arts Strategy w ill have taken place by the tim e 
this edition is published.  The follow ing rem aining m eetings w ill happen betw een now  and Decem ber (for 
m ore details contact Joanna M orland:  joanna@ jom orland.f9.co.uk): 
 

Sep 19th 2005 (evening) O pen M eeting, Bridport Tow n hall 
Sep 26th 2005 (evening) O pen M eeting, Seaton Tow n hall 
Early Novem ber (evening) O pen feedback m eeting (contact Jo M orland  or w atch Press for details) 

 
Dorset County Museum  lecture series: 
 
Wed. 12 Oct. 2005 Steve Etches  
Finding, conserving and presenting fossils of the Dorset C oast 
Wed. 9 Nov. 2005 Prof Tony H allam  (Birm ingham  U niversity)  
Jurassic sea-levels changes w ith respect to the Dorset coast 
Wed. 7 Dec. 2005 Dr K evin Page (Exeter, BGS)  
Am m onites and their zonation throughout the Jurassic 
w ith com m entary on w ork at Redcliff Point on its potential as a GSSP 
Wed. 11 Jan. 2006 Dr Geoff Warrington (Leicester U niversity) 
100 m illion years of Earth's history – the Perm ian & Triassic rocks of Devon and Dorset 
Wed. 15 Feb . 2006 Dr Joan Watson (Manchester U niversity)  
Gym nosperm s of the Purbeck dirt-beds forests 
Wed. 15 March 2006 Dr Andrew  H indle (Egdon Resources) 
Petroleum  and the Dorset World Heritage C oastline 
Wed. 12 April 2006 Dr Patrick Mc K eever, (Geological Survey of Northern Ireland)  
European Geoparks: the broad picture 

 

9. RESOU RCES 
 
The latest m inutes from  each of the w orking groups and other site m anagem ent docum ents including the 
Interpretation Action Plan and Transport Strategy can be found on our w ebsite w w w .jurassiccoast.org by 
clicking on ‘Site M anagem ent’. 
 
Dorset and  East Devon AONBs have both launched Sustainable Developm ent Fund  grant funding 
schem es.  For m ore inform ation, go to w w w .dorsetaonb.org.uk  or w w w .eastdevonaonb.org.uk  
 
If you would like inform ation to be included on this section, please em ail the links to Sarah Holder. 
 

 
 

Jurassic Coast Team  Contact Details: 
 
Tim  Badm an – World Heritage Site Team  Leader. Phone: 01305 224285 Em ail: t.badm an@ dorsetcc.gov.uk 
Sam  Rose – World Heritage Projects C o-ordinator. Phone: 01305 228656 Em ail: sam .rose@ dorsetcc.gov.uk 
Lesley Garlick – Planning O fficer (Sustainable Tourism ). Phone 01392 382474 Em ail:lesley.garlick@ devon.gov.uk 
Richard Edm onds – Earth Science M anager. Phone: 01305 224477 Em ail: r.p.edm onds@ dorsetcc.gov.uk 
Sally King - Visitor M anager. Phone: 01305 225091 Em ail: s.a.king@ dorsetcc.gov.uk 
Anjana Khatw a - World Heritage Site Education C o-ordinator. Phone: 01305 224401 Em ail: A .Khatw a@ dorsetcc.gov.uk 
C hris Pam plin - Earth Science Advisor. Phone:  01305 228575  Em ail: C .M .Pam plin@ dorsetcc.gov.uk 
Sarah Holder – Asst Planning O fficer (Sustainable Tourism ). Phone 01392 382704 Em ail:sarah.holder@ devon.gov.uk 
Kirstie M cC onnell - Prom otions O fficer. Phone: 01305 225037 Em ail: k.d.m cconnell@ dorsetcc.gov.uk 

 


