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DORSET AND EAST DEVON COAST WORLD HERITAGE SITE 
 

VISION 
 
Our fundamental vision is that World Heritage Status in Dorset and East Devon will inspire 
people to celebrate, appreciate and enjoy the World Heritage Site, and to safeguard it for future 
generations in the best possible condition.  We wish to ensure World Heritage Status becomes a 
vibrant strand of the life of Dorset and East Devon, benefiting local people, visitors and the 
environment throughout the area. 
 
We will take a lead to secure the World Heritage Site as a place where: 
• Globally important geology and geomorphology is recognised and conserved, for science, 

education, and public enjoyment; 
• First class facilities are provided to enable local people and visitors to understand and learn about 

its special qualities in accessible, innovative and interesting ways; 
• Research is actively encouraged and science is advanced; 
• The public profile for the earth sciences is raised, and their relevance to today’s world is 

demonstrated; 
 
We aspire to be the leading regional and national example of how achieving the conservation, 
understanding, enjoyment and sustainable use of the environment can also lead to economic and social 
development. 
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The Fram ew ork for Action sets out prioritised actions to be pursued for the D orset and East D evon C oast, w hich 
w as aw arded W orld H eritage Site Status in D ecem ber 2001.  It identifies a range of m easures that relate to the 
W orld H eritage Site (W H S - w hich com prises undeveloped cliffs and beaches), and the w ider ‘W orld H eritage 
C oast’ (W H C ) w hich includes the tow ns, villages and countryside w hich provide the essential infrastructure and 
services for the local people w ho live on the coast and the people w ho visit it.   
 
The overall aim is to manage the Site and this wider area, the World Heritage Coast, in a cohesive way, that 
recognises it as an ‘attractor’ for visitors (including local people), and leads to increased understanding, 
appreciation and support for conservation of the World Heritage Site, and to tangible benefits for the quality of 
life of local people and visitors. 
 
The Framework for Action develops the policies of the World Heritage Management Plan, which was prepared 
for the Site alone as part of the submission to UNESCO.  This included the following objectives for the Site: 
 
World Heritage Site Objective 1: to conserve the geology and geomorphology of the Site by: 
 
a) ensuring that there is minimal disturbance to natural coastal processes due to human activities 
b) ensuring that human activities do not significantly reduce the quality of coastal exposures of geology within 

the Site 
c) promoting responsible collection of fossils and other geological specimens. 
 
World Heritage Site Objective 2: to conserve, and enhance where appropriate, the quality of the 
landscape and seascape of the Site. 
 
World Heritage Site Objective 3: to welcome local people and visitors to the Site at levels which it can 
sustain, by encouraging those with responsibilities to: 
 
c) ensure that provision of public access and information helps to match visitor numbers to the capacity 
of the Site, and maintains the tranquillity of remote areas 
 
World Heritage Site Objective 4: to encourage safe use of the Site by educational groups of all ages, 
and to provide a high quality range of educational information and services about the Site. 
 
World Heritage Site Objective 5: to foster the gathering and dissemination of scientific information 
about the Site. 
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